Watson, and Mr Brand.
The pannel pled not guilty. The medical witnesses were allowed to be present during the evidence given of the facts; but were directed to retire during the giving of scientific or medical opinions.
The general evidence established that Mrs Pritchard began to suffer from sickness and vomiting in November 1864; that she went on a visit to her parents in Edinburgh and remained with them till near Christmas ; that on her return her health was considerably improved; but that soon afterwards she begun to suffer from retching, vomiting, and cramps, and that though there were occasional interruptions of the symptoms she gradually got worse, and died on the 18th of March. It was also shown that Mrs Taylor, Mrs Pritchard's mother, came to Glasgow to nurse her daughter, arriving on the 10th of February; that Mrs Taylor was at that time in good health, though subject to attacks of headache, for which she was in the habit of taking Battley's solution ; that on the evening of the 24th she was taken suddenly ill, and died early in the morning of the 25th. It was further proved that the prisoner had an illicit connexion with Mary M'Leod (a servant in his family), and that his wife was aware that he was unfaithful. It was also established that the prisoner had purchased large quantities of poisonous drugs, particularly of tartrate of antimony and Fleming's tincture of aconite; and that from having been in the practice of giving his wife food and medicine he had had abundant opportunities of administering poison to her. Finally, it was shown that the prisoner was in embarrassed circumstances, and that he became entitled to the interest of a sum of money on the death of his mother-in-law.
We give the medical evidence in extenso as reported verbatim in the Scotsman. test was also applied, with the view of discovering in the stomach meconic acid, one of the characteristic constituents of opium, but in this also I was unsuccessful. The residues of the above process were reserved to be tested for metallic poisons, and a preliminary trial, by Keinsch's method, having revealed in the contents of the stomach the presence of antimony, I subjected the whole to a process by which I was enabled to determine the amount of this metal. The process was as follows :?The materials were boiled with pure hydrochloric acid and copper foil, so long as the latter continued to receive on its polished surface a deposit of antimony. The foil thus coated was boiled with a weak solution of pure potash, the foil being from time to time exposed to the air, and the antimony was thus dissolved. The fluid, after being acidulated with hydrochloric acid, was subjected to a cui-rent of sulphuretted hydrogen gas, and yielded an orange-coloured deposit of sulphuret of antimony. This was further purified by dissolving it in a weak solution of sulphide of sodium, from which it was again precipitated by hydrochloric acid and weighed. antimony present in the muscular substance of the heart, the spleen, the kidney, the coats of the stomach, the coats of the rectum, the uterus, and the brain.
Lastly, As Mrs Taylor's body had been exhumed, I thought it my duty to examine some of the earth in which it had been interred, although this was superfluous, from the facts that the soil of the cemetery was dry and the coffin entire. For this purpose I boiled eight ounces of the earth in water, filtered and concentrated the decoction, and subjected it to Reinsch's process, but it was found not to contain a trace of soluble antimony, and was therefore incapable of impregnating with this metal any body buried in it.
Cross-examined by Mr A. R. Clark?I understand 1st, That all the parts of the body examined by me contained antimony. 2d, That in the dried contents of the intestines the antimony was partly in a form soluble in water, and most likely in the state of tartar emetic or tartarised antimony. In the liver, kidney, and the other viscera, the antimony was deposited in a state insoluble in water. 3d, That the contents of the intestines contained the largest proportion of antimony, next the heart, then the liver, kidney, and spleen ; less in the stomach; and the smallest quantity in the rectum, brain, and blood. Not knowing the total weight either of the contents of the intestines, or of the several organs here enumerated, I was unable to calculate the total quantity of antimony in these matters, either separately or conjoined. 4th, That the contents of the intestines, the spleen, the heart, the blood, and the kidney, contained mercury; but that none of this metal was present in the liver, stomach, rectum, and brain. That, in all these matters, the mercury was in a state insoluble in water ; and this result is quite consistent with the known property of mercury to form insoluble combinations with animal substances, even though it had been taken or administered in a soluble form during life. 5th, That the largest quantity of mercury was contained in the contents of the intestines, next in the spleen and heart, and extremely minute traces in the blood and kidney. The Jury unanimously found the prisoner guilty on both charges, and he was sentenced to be executed at Glasgow on the 28th of July.
